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From the Editors,

The current issue of IJLA hosts a total of 21 articles from a broad range of areas including literature, language teaching
and learning, skill training, integrating ICTs into classrooms, translation and language policies. With its true dedication to
contribute to the sharing and spreading of scientific knowledge, this issue of IJLA intends to be an invaluable resource for
researchers and all those interested in the abovementioned areas and hereby, to support their incessant progress.

A great majority of the articles in this issue are made up of analyses of various literary texts written in various literary
eras to reveal about certain literary arts, prominent literary and religious figures and socio-economic problems of the time
they were written in. One such article gives a definition and classification of the art of mutabakat in comparative method
based on a detailed analysis of rhetoric books. Another article analyzes a letter by Kani with the purpose of finding about
words and phrases regarding the word “Bas”. Still another article is about the words used in Divanii Lugati’t-Ttirk to
refer to immoral types. As a document analysis study, the article hints on possible meanings of obscene words used to
refer to by then immoral types under the light of historical and contemporary Turkish dialects. Another article addressing
socio-political problems presents vivid descriptions of the challenges and difficulties of urbanization for the youth coming
from rural areas in the stories of a post-1980 Turkish writer and poet. Regarding the prominent figures, one of the articles
describes Hallaj-i Mansur, an important figure in the Turkish Sufism, as he is presented through a positivist perspective
of a Divan poet. The other article discusses poems about the Prophet Ayyub as they appear in the Divan poetry. Another
article analyzes all novels of Ahmet Mithat Efendi with the purpose of unraveling the novelists who he refers to in his
novels. The article yields a long list of novelists, mostly Western, referred in Ahmet Mithat Efendi’s novels. The final
article in this category analyzes Kazuo Ishiguro's novel When We Were Orphans (2000) in terms of the notions of memory
and nostalgia. Underlining possible risks o sticking to the nostalgia, the article describes how Kazuo Ishiguro blends
memory and nostalgia to enable survival.

The other major group of articles gives invaluable insights about tapping different skills in various first and/ or second
language teaching/ learning contexts including English as a Foreign Language, Turkish as a First Language and Turkish
as a Foreign Language. Regarding speaking skills, one of articles in this category investigates effects of various
individual factors on prospective teachers’ preparedness in terms of their speaking skills. Conducted with pre-service
teachers majoring in various areas, the study underscores the habits of reading and writing regularly as two major
factors contributing to pre-service teachers’ speaking skills. The other article introduces a new method in teaching
speaking skills. The method called SOMET consists of six stages that will help to improve speaking skills in the learning
and teaching of Turkish Testing the impact and applicability of the model, the article yields promising results for teachers
and program designers in teaching Turkish. As to the pair of articles on writing skills, one draws attention to the need for
a thorough understanding of key concepts in in-service/ pre-service teachers’ fields, with a particular focus on
understanding of key concepts about writing among students of a Turkish education program. The study reveals that
prospective teachers of Turkish enrolled in a writing course have low levels of understanding of and at times
misconceptions about the concepts featuring in the curriculum of the writing course (such as main idea-main emotion,
cursive script, theme, dissertation, categorization (clustering) technique and expository writing, explanatory description,
persuasive text or operative text). The other article delves into the impact of introducing creative writing techniques in a
Turkish as a Foreign Language course. Designed as a mixed-method experimental research, the study shows that
employing creative writing techniques improves learners’ sense of self- efficacy and attitudes towards writing as well as
increasing their effectiveness in writing. As for listening skills, this issue includes an article investigating in-service
teachers’ views on problems they encounter in the teaching of listening skills. Analyzing various aspects of those
problems, the article offers suggestions through an insider view on how to involve effective listening activities in the
teaching of Turkish. Closely associated with vocabulary learning, there is an article focusing on the habits and skills of
pre-service Turkish teachers’ dictionary use as it is assumed that dictionaries hold a fundamental role in reflecting the
true value and richness of a language. The article puts forth that it is through the use of general and specific dictionaries
that prospective teachers of Turkish can achieve a contemporary language education freed from rule-driven approaches.

As the need for integrating ICTs into learning/ teaching contexts has been well-documented, using ICTs in classrooms
feature as the third major category in this issue of IJLA. Of the four articles, one compares blended learning and direct
instruction approaches as ways to improve essay writing skills. Designed as an experimental study, the article yields
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results in favor of blended learning for its potential to improve essay writing skills. Another article is a survey study
comparing impact of digital-interactive and printed storybooks on reading comprehension. On the one hand the article

indicates higher reading scores in favor of using digital-interactive storybooks. On the other hand, it shows higher
interest among language learners to use digital-interactive storybooks as well as the audio-visual support they provide.

Still another article compares the use of videos with mere audio recordings in terms of their impact on listening skills. The
article suggests that in the context of Teaching Turkish as Foreign Language, listening activities supplemented by videos
compared to mere audio recordings prove more conducive for effective learning. The final article in this category
investigates ICT use among bilingual students. In addition to the significant difference between males and females, the
article yields interesting findings about the language preferences of bilingual students with respect to the purposes for
which they use each language.

In this issue, one of the articles elaborates on promoting critical thinking skills in pre-service teachers of English. The
article sheds light on the importance of including critical thinking skills in pre-service teacher education programs as
critical thinking has recently been regarded as an essential attribute of effective teachers. The article reports on the use of
familiarizing pre-service English language teachers’ with critical thinking skills through a training program and its
promising results for designing effective pre-service teacher training programs.

The only article on translation studies in this issue highlights the retranslation of the Communist Manifesto and the
theoretical and practical reasons that guide the process of retranslation with a particular emphasis on the role of socio-
political and economic conditions shaping the retranslation process.

The final article analyzes Turkey’s membership in the EU by investigating Turkey’s position with respect to language and
culture policies of the EU. Emphasizing the EU’s attempts to foster multilingualism and multiculturalism among the
members, the article concludes that thanks to its cultural diversity, Turkey will easily achieve cultural integration
whereas the main challenge for Turkey will be in establishing multilingualism. As the guest editors of this issue, we
would like to thank all those who have contributed to the publication of this issue, and once again emphasize our hope
that like the previous issues of IJLA, the current issue will also highlight all those interested in language learning and
teaching topics.

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Hasan BEDIR Dr. Hiilya TUNCER
Cukurova University, Turkey Cukurova University, Turkey
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Editorlerden

IJLA dergisinin bu sayist edebiyat, dil ve dil becerilerinin dgretimi/ dgrenimi, bilgi ve iletisim teknolojilerinin (ICT) suf
icine dahil edilmesi, ceviri ve dil politikalart gibi ¢cok cesitli alanlardan 21 makaleye ev sahipligi yapmaktadir. Bilimsel
bilgiyi paylasma ve yayma diisturu ile hayata gecen IJLA, bu sayiswyyla da arastirmacilar ve yukarnida bahsi gecen
konulara ilgi duyanlar icin ¢cok degerli bir kaynak olacaktir. Sayumizin biiyiik bir cogunlugu bazit edebi sanatlari, éne
ctkan edebi ve dini figtirleri ve sosyoekonomik problemleri g6z 6ntine serme amaciyla farkli edebi dénemlerde yazilmis
olan cesitli edebi eserlerin incelemelerinden olusmaktadir. Béylesi makalelerden bir tanesi, belagat kitaplarinin detaylt
analizini mukayeseli bir sekilde yapip "mutabakat” sanatiin tarum ve tasnifine odaklanirken bir diger makalemiz Kani
tarafindan yazimis olan bir mektuptaki "Bas" kelimesine dair s6z ve deyisleri arastirmaktadir. Bu sayumizdaki baska bir
makalemiz de Divanii Lugati’t-Tiirk eserinde ahldksiz tipler icin kullanidlan kelimeler hakkindadwr ve bir dékiiman
incelemesi olan ¢alisma, tarihi ve cagdas Tiirk lehcelerinin siginda ahlaksiz tipler icin o zamanlar kullanulan miistehcen
kelimelerin olast anlamlanna dair bilgiler sunmaktadir. Sosyopolitik sorunlara odaklanan diger bir makalemiz, 1980
sonrast bir Tiirk yazar ve sairin hikdyelerindeki kirsal kesimlerden gelen genclerin kentlesme ile alakali yasadiklarn
zorluklanin aynntili tasvirlerine deginmektedir. Makalelerimizin bir kismu da tarih boyunca 6ne ¢ikan sahsiyetler
tizerinedir. Ornegin, bu makalelerden bir tanesi Tiirk sufizmi icin 6nemli bir figiir olan Hallac1 Mansur'u Divan siirinin
miispetci (pozitivist) bakis acgisiyla sunarken baska bir makale Divan siirinde icinde Hz. Eytlip gecen siirleri analiz
etmektedir. Bir diger makalemiz Ahmet Mithat Efendi'nin biitiin romanlarint inceleyip romanlarninda atifta bulundugu
romancilar ortaya ¢tkarmayr amaglamistir ve makale ¢ogu Batili olan uzun bir yazar listesini barindurmaktadir. Bu
kategorideki son makale, Kazuo Ishiguronun When We Were Orphans (2000) adli romanint hafiza ve nostalji agisindan
incelemektedir. Nostaljiye fazla bagimli olmanin olast risklerine deginen makalede, hayatta kalabilmek icin hafiza ve
nostaljinin yazar tarafindan nasu birbirine baglandigina tanik olunmaktadar.

Bu sayimizdaki baska bir kategori, ilk ve/veya ikinci dil égretimi /égrenimi baglaminda Ingilizcenin Yabanct Dil Olarak
Ogretimi ve Tiirkcenin Il Dil ve Yabanct Dil Olarak Ogretimi konulannda cesitli becerilerin kazanilmasina odaklanmstir.
Konusma becerilerine deginen bir makalemiz, égretmen adaylarinin hazirlikli konusma becerilerini etkileyebilecek cesitli
kisisel faktorleri arastirmaktadwr. Farkli béliimlerde okuyan dgretmen adaylaryla yapiulan calisma, diizenli okuma ve
yazmamn konusma becerisine olan etkisinin énemini vurgulamaktadwr. Baska bir makale, Tirkcenin 6grenimi ve
égretiminde konusma becerilerini gelistirmeyi amaclayan ve altt asamadan olusan yeni bir metot (SOMET) fizerine
odaklanmistir ve makale bu metodun etki ve uygulanabilirligini test ederek Tiirkce 6gretiminde gérev alan 6gretmenler ve
program hazirlayanlar igcin gelecek vaat eden sonuclar icermektedir. Yazma becerilerine deginen bir makalemiz, Ttirkce
Egitimi programindaki égrencilerde yazma becerilerine dair bazt anahtar kavramlarnn anlasiumasina yogunlasmis ve
calisma sonucu bu égrencilerin yazma dersindeki anahtar kavramlara dair diistik diizey bir algilartnin ve hatta bazen
yanlis anlasiumalariun bulundugunu gézler éntine sermistir. Yine yazma becerilerine yogunlasan bir makalemiz,
Tiirkcenin Yabanct Dil Olarak Ogretimi dersinde yaratict yazma tekniklerini kullanmanin etkilerini deneysel bir
calismayla arastirmis ve calisma sonucunda elde ettigi bulgularla yaratict yazma tekniklerinin kullantmunin égrencilerin
yazmaya karst olan ézyeterliklerini ve bakis acilarint ve yazma becerilerinde bir ilerlemeye neden oldugunu bulmustur.
Dinleme becerilerine gelindiginde ise, bu konuya deginen makalemiz hizmetici 6gretmenlerin dinleme becerilerini
6gretmede yasadigt zorluklart hedef almis ve bu problemin cesitli yénlerine deginerek Ttirkge dgretiminde nasi daha iyi
dinleme etkinlikleri yapuabilirligine degin isin icinden kisilere kulak verilmesini saglamistir. Kelime égrenimi ile ilgili
olarak, bir makalemiz Tiirkce 6gretmen adaylarmun sézliik kullanum aliskanlik ve becerilerine odaklanmis ve calisma
sonucunda sézliiklerin bir dilin gercek deger ve zenginligini ortaya koymadaki roltine parmak basumustir. Ayrica, bu
calisma, miistakbel Tiirkce égretmenlerinin ancak genel ve ézel amacl sézliikleri kullanarak kural esasli yaklasimlardan
uzak cagdas bir dil egitimi verebileceklerini savunmustur.

Bu saywun tigtincii kategorisi, literattirde de genis bir yer bulan bilgi ve iletisim teknolojilerinin (ICT) suuf icine dahil
edilmesidir ve buna deginen dért makalemizden birincisinde deneme yazma becerilerinin gelistirilmesi icin harmanlanmis
6grenme ve dogrudan dgretim yaklasimlart deneysel bir calismayla karsdastinlmis ve yazma becerilerinin
gelistiriimesinde harmanlanmis dgrenmenin daha iyi bir potansiyel sagladigt goriistine vardnmustir. Bir diger makale,
dijital-etkilesimli ve basili hikaye kitaplariin okudugunu anlama tizerine olan etkisini arastunus ve dil 6grenenlerin
dijital-etkilesimli hikaye kitaplarini daha iyi anladiklarn yéntinde bulgular elde etmistir. Video kullanidlarak yapulan ve
video kullanilmadan yapuan dinlemelerin dinleme becerisine olan etkisine yogunlasan bir makalemiz, Ttirk¢enin Yabanct
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Dil Olarak Ogretimi baglaminda video kullaniminun etkin bir 6grenmeye nasil olanak sagladigina isaret etmistir. Bu
kategorideki son makalemiz, ikidilli 6grencilerde bilgi ve iletisim teknolojilerinin kullanimina deginmis ve kizlarla erkekler

arasinda anlaml: farklar bulmustur. Ayrica, ayni makale ikidilli 6grencilerin hangi dili hangi amag icin kullandiklarina
dair 6rnekler sunmaktadr.

Bu saywun Ingilizce égretmen adaylariuin elestirel diistinme becerilerini odak noktast alan makalesinde, elestirel
distinmenin etkin dgretmenlerin en énemli ézelliklerinden biri oldugu ve bu ytizden 6gretmen yetistiren programlarnn
bunu miifredatlanna dahil etmelerinin gerekliligi savunulmaktadwr. Ayni calisma bir egitim programi sayesinde Ingilizce
6gretmen adaylarnina elestirel diistinme becerilerini tanitmis ve bdylesi programlar icin umut veren sonuglar elde etmistir.
Komiinist Manifesto'nun yeniden cevirisine odaklanan ve bu sayin tek ceviri calismast olan makale, yeniden ceviri
stirecini etkileyen teorik ve pratik sebepleri sosyopolitik ve ekonomik sartlanin énemini vurgulayarak ele almustir.
Sayimizin son makalesi de Tiirkiye'nin Avrupa Birligi (AB) Uyeligine Avrupa Birliginin dil ve kiiltiir politikalarinda
Ttirkiye'nin yeri agisindan g6z atmistir. Bu calisma, AB'nin tiye tilkelerde cokdilliligi ve cokkiiltiirliiliigii arttirma ¢cabalar
diistintildiigtinde Tirkiye'nin kiilttirel yelpazesi sayesinde kolay bir entegrasyon stireci yasayacagt fakat asil zorlugun
Tlirkiyede cokdilliligin yerlestirilmesinde yasanacagt kamisini vurgulanmustir. Bizler bu sayvun misafir editérleri olarak
dergiye emegi gecen herkese tesekktirti bir bor¢ biliyor ve IJLA'min daha 6nceki sayilarinda da oldugu gibi bu sayisinn
da dil 6grenme ve égretme konularnna ilgi duyan herkese 1sik tutacagini umut ettigimizi bir kez daha dile getiriyoruz.

Doc. Dr. Hasan BEDIR Dr. Hiilya TUNCER
Cukurova Universitesi, Ttirkiye Cukurova Universitesi, Tiirkiye
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